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Arc Performers Prove They Have Heart—and Talent—in December 5th Musical
Margate, NJ – December 11, 2009—The Arc of Atlantic County’s Spotlight Players performing arts club’s first original musical production, The Heart of Music, drew a crowd of more than 100 people on Saturday, December 5 at the Katz JCC in Margate, despite the wintry mix of snow and sleet that doused the region.  Performers explored the subject of music as the universal language of mankind and how people express themselves through music in different ways.

The six-scene performance, which was written by Arc employee Rose Minnichbach, of Egg Harbor Township, featured teens and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities along with children from the JCC Players performing arts club, Arc staff and community volunteers who provided on-stage assistance to those who required help to communicate their lines.  The musical featured live music performed by Replay, a three-piece band lead by Alan Fischer. 

Most of The Arc performers played themselves and explained through a dialogue with the children how they express themselves through music despite their disability.  They also explained how there are many musicians throughout history who had disabilities but did not let it stop them. 

Carl Massey of Somers Point, who is deaf, played Ludwig Von Beethoven and signed his lines with the help of volunteer Sue Fischer, of Linwood.  He told the audience how he cut the legs off of his piano so he could feel the vibrations, and that’s how he taught himself to play.

John Dunkley, of Egg Harbor City, and Shirley Shafer, of Mays Landing, who both use a wheelchair, showed how they express themselves by dancing even though they’re seated in their wheelchairs.

Performers each talked about the type of music they enjoy and what emotions it brings out of them.  They also discussed how music can be therapeutic, as well as the history of music.

The grand finale featured an original song written by Toni Ann Pugliese, of Egg Harbor Township, called “Music in Our Hearts” which ended with this message: 

Music is in everyone

We have it from the start

It doesn’t matter if we sing

Or dance to play our part

Everyone can feel the rhythm

Deep within their soul

It comes alive inside our hearts

And helps to make us whole
.  
“The Spotlight Players performers are a true testament to the fact that if you believe in yourself and have the good fortune of having others believe in you, anything is possible.  They truly have music in their hearts,” says Minnichbach.

The Spotlight Players Group is a performing arts club for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities established by The Arc in 2007 as an outreach program with the Milton and Betty Katz JCC.  The group meets weekly for practice during the performance season.  Through theater games and various improvisational workshops, performers are given the confidence and skills to realize the full potential of their creative abilities.  

Funding for this program has been provided in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through the local arts grant program administered by Atlantic County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.  Additional funding is also made possible by the Alan Perskie Fund. 

The Arc of Atlantic County is a private non-profit organization that has been making a difference in the lives of people with developmental disabilities and their families since its founding in 1961. Through direct services, advocacy, education and prevention activities, The Arc works in partnership with individuals and their families to make choices possible about how and where they live, learn, play and work.  For further information on The Arc contact Beth Ann Spiegel at 609-485-0800 ext. 136 or email bspiegel@arcatlantic.org.  For information on the Spotlight Players Performing Arts Club, please contact Becky Eisele at 609-485-0800 ext. 267 or email reisele@arcatlantic.org.  

The Milton and Betty Katz Jewish Community Center, a non-profit organization, is the only community center in Atlantic County and open to everyone. In addition to its world-class fitness facility, the Katz JCC offers classes, lectures, seminars, entertainment, education and special services to its members and the members of the Atlantic County community. Both Camp By The Sea and the Wachovia Early Education Program provide scholarships to children in Atlantic County, and the JCC continues to implement its obligation to the community by sponsoring and cooperating in special projects like this one with The Arc of Atlantic County. For more information on the JCC, please contact Marg Mancuso at (609) 822-1167 Ext. 142 or email mmancuso@jccatlantic.org. 
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