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Arc Holiday Food and Gift Drive Short on Donors, Long on Needs

Egg Harbor Township, NJ – October 28, 2010 – The Arc of Atlantic County’s annual Holiday Partners Program is seeking community donors to adopt families and provide food baskets, gift cards, and gifts to people with developmental disabilities and their families in Atlantic County who are experiencing a financial hardship.  Social Services Director Nicole Terzakis, who runs the program, reports a decline in donors this year that could be devastating to families who depend on donations to enjoy their holidays.


“Typically by now, we’ve matched about 60 percent of the more than 50 families (that’s at least 200 individuals) who apply and qualify for the Holiday Partners Program with community donors.  Unfortunately, the number of donors who have signed up is currently less than 30 percent.  With more people in need and fewer donors, it’s going to take a lot of work to reach our goal of supporting everyone,” Terzakis says. 

Donors are asked to participate by donating turkeys, food baskets, gift cards to grocery and department stores, gifts or even monetary donations that can be used by The Arc to buy gifts for families who haven’t been adopted.  Arc staff will work with donors to meet their capacity to give and their interests.  Volunteers are also needed to help wrap and deliver gifts.   


“A lot of our donors approach us as a group, like employee departments or families, who pool their resources and adopt one or more families.  I’ve had many of our repeat donors tell me Holiday Partners is a very meaningful way for their family or group to celebrate the season of giving and make a difference together,” says Terzakis.

Arc CEO Deborah Davies says, “Caring for a someone with a developmental disability can be challenging and exhausting for families at any income level. But when you add single-parenthood or a single-income to the situation, the holidays can overwhelm them.  Our Holiday Partners program helps to alleviate much of that stress that these families feel.” 

To adopt a family, contact Nicole Terzakis at 609-485-0800 ext. 201 or email nterzakis@arcatlantic.org.  Other options include dropping off non-perishable food items and new toys at The Arc’s main office, 6550 Delilah Road, Suite 101, Egg Harbor Township during business hours.   More information is available on The Arc’s website at www.arcatlantic.org/holidaypartners.asp. 
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