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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Beth Ann Spiegel, Communications Associate, 609-485-0800 ext. 136

bspiegel@arcatlantic.org
The Arc of Atlantic County to Celebrate 50 Years of Service with Birthday Bash, New Logo Unveiling March 2
Galloway, NJ – January 26, 2011 – The Arc of Atlantic County will celebrate its 50th year of helping people with developmental disabilities and their families by hosting a 50th Birthday Bash, presented by AtlantiCare, on Wednesday, March 2, 2011 from 5:30 to 9:00 PM at the Carriage House, 25 S. Pitney Road, Galloway, NJ.  The Kenny I Orchestra will take guests on a musical journey through the decades as they play the top dance tunes from the 1960s through today.  Five Community Stars who have helped light The Arc’s way will be recognized.  The Arc will also officially unveil a new national logo at the event.  Tickets are $100 each.  

The Arc asks the community to help honor their birthday by attending the event, sponsoring a ticket for an Arc service recipient to attend, becoming a sponsor, purchasing an ad in their commemorative program book, or donating auction items.  All information is available at the event website: www.arcatlantic.org/50thBirthday.asp. 
Roy Goldberg, who has been instrumental in the growth of The Arc since the early 1980s, is the chair of the event.  The following Community Stars will be honored for their role in The Arc’s success over the years: Corporate Star – AtlantiCare; Community Partner Star – Milton and Betty Katz JCC; Volunteer Star – Matthew Callaghan (of Margate), Arc Golf Program; Arc Employee Star – Shirley Massey (of Smithville), Manager of RMS Group Home (25-year employee); and Arc Service Recipient Star – Bert Hill (of Mays Landing), homeowner and Caesars employee of 17 years.  
Guests will enjoy a complimentary wine and beer reception, elaborate buffet, dancing, a photo booth with props, and silent auction.

 “This is a tremendous milestone for our agency, and we couldn’t be more excited to have our 50th anniversary fall in the same year that our national chapter of The Arc is introducing a new logo for Arcs across the country.  We anticipate greater national recognition that can only boost our local presence and impact,” says Arc CEO Deborah Davies.  

About The Arc of Atlantic County
The Arc of Atlantic County was created 50 years ago by parents determined to ensure the most full and independent lives possible for their children with intellectual and development disabilities.  Since that time, The Arc has become one of the largest agencies serving people with developmental disabilities in our region.  Today, The Arc of Atlantic County serves more than 700 people and their families through residential, recreation, case management, family support and vocational services.  The Arc employs nearly 250 people with more than 180 of those full-time.  
The Arc’s name has changed several times over the years to reflect shifts in terminology.  The final name change occurred in 1993, when the agency’s name changed from the acronym ARC to the standalone word Arc as a result of objection from people with developmental disabilities across the country who didn’t want the word ‘retarded’ in the name of the agency that supported them (ARC stood for Association for Retarded Citizens).  The name of the agency is no longer an acronym and should be written as “The Arc of Atlantic County” or “The Arc”.  
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