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Every Act’s a Winner in The Arc’s 5th Annual Spring Performance
Margate, NJ – May 17, 2011 — The Spotlight Players, a performing arts club for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities who receive services from The Arc of Atlantic County, presented their fifth annual spring performance on Sunday, May 15, 2011 at the Milton and Betty Katz JCC in Margate.  This year’s show, The Arc Goes Hollywood, featured 26 performances of songs from movies like Dirty Dancing, Gentleman Prefer Blondes, and Wizard of Oz.

At the start of the show, each performer walked down the center aisle of the Nauy Auditorium at the JCC toward the red carpet on stage.  The confident performers posed for photos in true Hollywood style and stopped to shake hands with their fans, making their way to the stage where they each readied themselves for their performance.


Highlights from the show included a rendition of “All That Jazz” from the Hollywood film and Broadway show Chicago, performed by Weiler group home residents Sue San Davis and Joanne Keenan Hayes, both of Absecon, along with assistance from Arc volunteers Nicole Terzakis of Northfield and Lori Lopez of Egg Harbor.  The girls were decked out in all black with colorful boas that they twirled around as they danced on stage.


Brandon Allen of Brigantine blew the crowd away with his dance routine to the song “The Party Just Began” from the film Cheetah Girls 2, while Virginia Loeb of Absecon reenacted the famous dance routine to the song “What a Feeling” from the film Flashdance.  Diallah Caldwell and John Dunkley serenaded each other with the tune “(I’ve Had) The Time of My Life” from the film Dirty Dancing.  Pedro Rodriguez acted out the role of Pinocchio for the song “I Got No Strings” while live marionettes served as back-up dancers.


Perhaps the most touching moment of the show, however, came midway when long time performer Dina Scoppa, who passed away this winter, was honored in a memorial tribute just before intermission.  Scoppa, of Egg Harbor Township, performed with the group since it was founded in June 2007 and performed most recently in the group’s November 2010 show, The Arc’s Got Talent.  Event host Toni Anne Pugliese sang Celine Dion’s “My Heart Will Go On” from the film Titanic, which Scoppa sang in the very first Spotlight Players production.  Celine Dion was her favorite artist, and the family recently received an autographed photo of Celine Dion with a special message in memory of Dina.


At the end of the show, each performer received their very own version of a Grammy award, known as the Archie Award, in the form of a gel candle fishbowl with Archie the goldfish inside, created by the Arc AnGels candle-makers.


The backdrop was once again designed and painted by artists from The Arc of Atlantic County’s creative arts program held in partnership with artists from the Ocean City Fine Arts League.  Backup dancers were volunteers from the community.



The Spotlight Players Club is in its 5th year and 8th performance.  Becky Eisele, who oversees the program, says, “The performers were really excited about this show because they were able to choose songs from their favorite movies.  I am so proud of our veteran performers who have really blossomed over the years and now serve as role models to the newer members of the club.”


Performers included: Howard Bank, Jamie Vrana and Daniel Wilson of ventnor; Jacqueline Henkel, John Chiofolo, Nancy Thorne, and Diallah Caldwell of Pleasantville; Tiffany Krumaker, Pedro Rodriguez, Lisa Cameron, Bryan Nelson, Fred Moore, and Judy Johnson of Egg Harbor Township; Shirley Lazrovitch, Ernie Simmers and Ane Marie Fabritzky of Galloway; Lemar Andrews, Robert Knisely, Shirley Shafer, Sandy Shaw, Michael Carpineta, Ellen Moskowitz, Kenneth Shwarz, and Alfred Palmiere of Mays Landing; Jack Karrish and Louis Knisely of Somers Point; Lori Bentz of Ocean City; Samantha Bennett, John Dunkley and Maeve Sweeney of Egg Harbor City; Michelle Guerro of Linwood; Sue San Davis, Virginia Loeb and Joanne Keenan Hayes of Absecon; and Brandon Allen of Brigantine.  Additional on-stage support came from volunteers Nicole Terzakis of Northfield; Lori, Serena and Brianne Lopez of Mullica; Sue, Alan and Emerson Fischer of Linwood; Toni Anne, Molly and Melody Pugliese of Egg Harbor Township; Rebecca Eisele of Egg Harbor Township; and Emily Bell of Egg Harbor City.


Arc service recipients are involved in every stage of production, including painting the backdrop.  Arc artists from our creative arts program held in partnership with the Ocean City Fine Arts League design and paint the backdrop for each show.

The Spotlight Players Group is a performing arts club for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities established by The Arc in 2007 as an outreach program with the Milton and Betty Katz JCC.  The group meets weekly for practice during the performance season.  Through theater games and various improvisational workshops, performers are given the confidence and skills to realize the full potential of their creative abilities.  

Funding for this program has been provided in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through the local arts grant program administered by Atlantic County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.  Additional funding is also made possible by the Alan Perskie Fund. 

The Arc of Atlantic County is a private non-profit organization that has been making a difference in the lives of people with developmental disabilities and their families since its founding in 1961. Through direct services, advocacy, education and prevention activities, The Arc works in partnership with individuals and their families to make choices possible about how and where they live, learn, play and work.  For information on the Spotlight Players Performing Arts Club, please contact Becky Eisele at 609-485-0800 ext. 202 or email reisele@arcatlantic.org.  

The Milton and Betty Katz Jewish Community Center, a non-profit organization, is the only community center in Atlantic County and open to everyone. In addition to its world-class fitness facility, the Katz JCC offers classes, lectures, seminars, entertainment, education and special services to its members and the members of the Atlantic County community. Both Camp By The Sea and the Wachovia Early Education Program provide scholarships to children in Atlantic County, and the JCC continues to implement its obligation to the community by sponsoring and cooperating in special projects like this one with The Arc of Atlantic County. For more information on the JCC, please contact Marg Mancuso at (609) 822-1167 Ext. 142 or email mmancuso@jccatlantic.org. 
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