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Summit at The Arc of Atlantic County Addresses Transition from Developmental Centers to Community Living
Egg Harbor Township, NJ – May 11, 2011 - The Arc of Atlantic County held a summit on Tuesday at their Delilah Road office to shed light on the importance of community living for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD).  Nearly 100 people with I/DD who are part of the New Jersey Statewide Self Advocacy Network from Atlantic, Cape May, Cumberland and Salem counties, along with staff and family members, came out to hear a variety of guest speakers talk about transitioning from developmental centers to community-based residential programs.

Speakers included Dennis Donatelli, Director of the New Jersey Self-Advocacy Project, who brought attention to the fact that people with disabilities deserve equal rights just like everyone else.  

Mark Johnson, a retired member of the FBI discussed how police officers are now being trained to properly interact with disabled people.  Every person has the right to fair treatment, and the new training emphasizes this in concern to those with disabilities.  Community was an important part of his speech, noting that since the Arc has been around for sixty years there is no reason the people who use their services should not live in the same communities as everyone else.

There has been a misconception that people with I/DD are not able to assimilate into a society after leaving an institution.  However, many of these people would rather live in a group home or their own apartment.  This allows them to have their own independence while accomplishing goals they otherwise would not have been able to.  Freedom such as this leads to a stronger community than if they were to live in institutions.  


The first speaker and Director of the New Jersey Self-Advocacy Project, Dennis Donatelli brought attention to the fact that people with disabilities deserve equal rights as everyone else.  This same theme continued throughout the night.


Mark Johnson, a retired member of the FBI discussed how police officers are now being trained to properly interact with disabled people.  Every person has the right to fair treatment, and the new training emphasizes this in concern to those with disabilities.  Community was an important part of his speech, noting that since the Arc has been around for sixty years there is no reason the people who use their services should not live in the same communities as everyone else.


From the Woodbine Developmental Center in Cape May County, Pastor Staller and Pastor Fox explained how people with intellectual and developmental disabilities socialize thanks to the community atmosphere produced there.  By being part of the center, those who use the services and those work there are able to learn from one another.  

Through interaction with people who use the services, Pastor Staller discussed how he developed new ways to make people feel special.  Having a son with both intellectual and developmental disabilities, Pastor Fox strongly believes that community is a necessity, and that there must be a transition out of institutions. 

The meeting continued with speeches from Pat Jones, other community leaders, and The Go Team of New Jersey.  Wrapping up the evening was a bit of music and dancing to show how a sense of community unites everyone.
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The Arc of Atlantic County


6550 Delilah Road, Suite 101


Egg Harbor Twp, NJ  08234
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